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Executive Summary

Introduction

The Brazilian Tapir, South American Tapir orlowland tapir ( 7apirus terrestris) is a mammal
of the Tapiridae Family, Perissodactyla Order, which is currently listed by the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature (I UCN)
Alcd+2c+3c (IUCN/SSC Red List Assessment 2007). In Brazil, although the species is not
included in the national list of species threatened with extinction (IN do MMA - Ministério
do Meio Ambiente 03, 2003 - Normative Instruction n® 03/2003 from the Ministry of
Environment, Brazil), the lowland tapir is reported in six out of seven state lists. Only at
the state of Para it is not considered as threatened with extinction. In the states of Minas

Gerais and Ri o Grande do Sul it is |isted

Paulo, Espirito Santo and Rio de Janeiro states it is included within the category
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current geographical distribution of the species basically encompasses the whole South
America east of the Andes, from Venezuela down to northeastern Argentina and Paraguay.
The species occurs in the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,

Ecuador, Guyana, French Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela. The other

three species of the genus 7apirus ar e t he Bailrbdig, which pacurs in
Central America, Mexico and northwestern South Ameica (northern Colombia); the
Mountain Tapir ( 7. pinchaque), which occurs in the Andean region of Colombia, Ecuador
and Peru; and the Malay or Asian Tapir (7. /ndicus), which occurs in Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand and Burma, in Southeast Asia (Brooks et a/. 1997; Medici et al. 2000; Medici
2001).

As it happens with other ungulates, such as deer and peccaries, tapirs perform extremely
important ecological functions (Janzen 1981; Eisenberg 1990). Tapirs play a critical role in
the creation and maintenance of biological diversity, also working as indicators of the
Afhealtho of the tropical e cebas Y990t Jomes et &/ 1¥94).
The local extinction or population reduction of this species can trigger a series of adverse
effects in the ecosystem, causing a breakdown of some key ecological processes, such as
seed dispersal and predation, nutrient recycling etc., eventually jeopardizing the
ecosystem biodiversity and integrity in the long term (Dirzo & Miranda 1991; Brooks et al.
1997; Medici & Foerster 2002). In the Peruvian Amazon, 7apirus terrestris is the only
ungulate which has the potential for regularly dispersing seeds, since fruits comprise
approximately 33% of its diet (Bodmer 1991).
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